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Another school year is upon us, which means providing students with access to a quality 
education is essential and one of the most important factors in maximizing independence and 
creating tomorrow’s workforce. The staff at the Arizona Center for Disability Law (ACDL) 
understand that a quality education is not just legally required but vital to the future success 
of students with disabilities. ACDL is dedicated to improving the lives of people with 
disabilities through legal advocacy, training, and educating public policy makers.  
 
I would like to take a moment to share with you a story of a young man who exemplifies 
ACDL’s vision – a society that focuses on people’s abilities rather than their disabilities. 
ACDL represented Javier Jr., a young boy who was in need of speech therapy in his primary 
language. His mother, Patricia, advocated and fought for her son. Unfortunately, the school 
district would not agree to provide this essential therapy.  Patricia contacted our office and 
asked for our assistance. Our special education attorney was successful in obtaining the 
crucial speech therapy. After our intervention, Javier Jr. began to excel at school and was 
academically successful. We recently heard from Patricia about Javier Jr.’s progress. Patricia 
informed us that her son had recently graduated from high school as the valedictorian of his 
senior class. We could not be more proud of Javier Jr. and his family for their commitment to 
their child’s success! 
 

   
 
 
I would personally like to thank you for your support of ACDL in the past and again request 
that you support our vision and continuation of our advocacy. Your donation will help change 

http://www.azdisabilitylaw.org/


the life of a child, teen or adult with a physical or mental disability, as well as the lives of 
every member of their families. Your support makes it possible for us to continue to protect 
and advance the civil and human rights of people with disabilities in Arizona.  
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact me at 520-327-
9547, ext. 331. Send email inquiries to jrico@azdisabilitylaw.org. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
J.J. Rico 
Executive Director 
 
 


